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found in freedom were formed, and persisted when freedom
came.

To mitigate as far as possible the sufferings of thousands
of prisoneis, the Russian Red Cross was founded in 1881,
and principally administered by women. It was women
who did most to aid prisoners to escape.

Women were the soul of Russia's fight for freedom.
And they were mostly young. Of the sixty-seven women
pnsoners at Maltsev between 1907 and 1912, eighteen were
under age, thirty-seven between twenty-one and thirty,
and only twelve over thirty.

A consuming thirst for knowledge and culture maiked
these women revolutionaries, and has left its stamp upon
the future. In prison, wherever possible, they pursued
varied and complex studies. The illiterate learned to
read and write. The literate pursued self-directed studies.
Small libraries grew up. The authorities, probably through
ignorance of their contents, permitted books on philosophy
more readily than books on social science, and much
philosophy was read and seriously discussed. Women
prisoners studied mathematics eagerly and read Nielzsche,
Doestoievski, the Bible, Indian philosophy, or Tolstoi.

In 1887 the screw of oppression took a tighter turn.
Brutality increased. Pogroms were ordered to divert
attention. Prisoners were sent to Sakhalin and even
remotei regions. Education was curtailed. Alexander III
scribbled across a report sent to him by his Minister of
Education, " No more education". Women's colleges
were closed.

Hence the mass exodus of women students to pursue their
studies abroad, mostly at this time to Germany, where the
Socialists, Liebknecht, Bcbel, and Kautsky, were active.
Political science was now added to philosophy. In Switzer-
land Vei a Sasulich fell under the influence of Marx and
Engels, and at the age of forty added much to Russian
Marxian literature. In a letter to a friend she tells of her
life and her loneliness. For months, she says, she hardly
spoke to a soul Her life \vcnt on without human com-
panionship. She lived on coffee and work. She seldom
ceased writing before two in the morning.